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aspiring students. The volunteers work closely
with students to help maximize their experi-
ence. Their work is so well received that the
organization has expanded beyond Boston to
different states around the country like Cali-
fornia, Texas, North Carolina, New York, and
others. Citizen Schools aims to provide at-risk
students with valuable educational experi-
ences that they may not otherwise have ac-
cess to due to conditions out of their control.

| salute the efforts of Citizen Schools over
the past twenty years and thank them for the
positive impact they have had on so many stu-
dents.

———

CELEBRATING THE ACHIEVEMENT
OF DENNIS RAYMOND

HON. ELIZABETH H. ESTY

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Dennis Raymond of Waterbury, Con-
necticut.

On March 21, 2015, the International Broth-
erhood of Teamsters Local #677 honored Mr.
Raymond for his achievements and service to
Teamsters and the labor movement.

He has been a Teamster for forty-four
years, rising through the ranks to become
Secretary Treasurer for Teamsters Local 677.

Mr. Raymond began his career in 1970 as
a route sales representative for the former
Raymond Baking Company. He was soon ap-
pointed as Steward representing mechanics,
transport drivers and breadmen. Mr. Raymond
later served as the Recording Secretary and
then the Business Agent for Local 677, a posi-
tion he held for twenty-eight years. Most re-
cently, he was appointed as Director for the
Bakery and Laundry Conference USA & Can-
ada.

For all of these contributions and more, Mr.
Raymond will be honored at a retirement din-
ner. | wish to offer my congratulations to him
for his retirement and my many thanks for his
dedication and service to Teamsters and the
labor movement.

ALEXANDRA ARRIAGA RODRIGUEZ
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Alexandra
Arriaga Rodriguez for receiving the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. Alexandra Arriaga Rodriguez is an 8th
grader at Wheat Ridge 5-8 and received this
award because her determination and hard
work have allowed her to overcome adversi-
ties.

The dedication demonstrated by Alexandra
Arriaga Rodriguez is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Al-
exandra Arriaga Rodriguez for winning the Ar-
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vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth award. | have no doubt she will exhibit
the same dedication and character in all of her
future accomplishments.

HONORING BRIANNA CAREY

HON. RANDY HULTGREN

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to congratulate and honor a young student
from lllinois’ 14th Congressional District who
has achieved national recognition for exem-
plary volunteer service to the community.
Brianna Carey of Geneva has been named a
Distinguished Finalist in lllinois by The 2015
Prudential Spirit of Community Awards pro-
gram, an annual honor conferred on the most
impressive student volunteers in each state
and the District of Columbia.

Ms. Carey is being recognized for founding
a website to help teens all over the world with
their emotional struggles called “A Cutter's
Guardian Angel,” which has grown into an or-
ganization that helps those in need via social
media, the internet, and community events.

Given the challenges we face today, it is
vital that we encourage and support the kind
of selfless contributions that these young citi-
zens have made. Youth volunteers like
Brianna are inspiring examples to all of us,
and are among our brightest hopes for a bet-
ter tomorrow.

This youth program was created by Pruden-
tial Financial in partnership with the National
Association of Secondary School Principals in
1995 to impress upon all youth volunteers that
their contributions are critically important and
highly valued, and to inspire other young peo-
ple to follow their example.

Ms. Carey should be extremely proud to
have been singled out from the thousands of
dedicated volunteers who participated in this
year's program. | heartily applaud Brianna for
her initiative in seeking to make our commu-
nity a better place to live, and for the positive
impact she has had on the lives of others. She
has demonstrated a level of commitment and
accomplishment that is truly extraordinary in
today’s world, and deserves our sincere admi-
ration and respect. Her actions show that
young Americans can—and do—play impor-
tant roles in our communities, and that Amer-
ica’s community spirit continues to hold tre-
mendous promise for the future.

—————

THE 36TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
TAIWAN RELATIONS ACT

HON. DENNIS A. ROSS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ex-
tend my warm, personal greetings to the peo-
ple of Taiwan, to commemorate the 36th anni-
versary of the enactment of the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act—which provides the institutional
framework and legal basis for our unofficial re-
lations with Taiwan, and to call for greater
support for Taiwan’s meaningful participation
in international organizations where it cannot

E383

be a member, due to its unique political sta-
tus.

As you know, Taiwan is an important eco-
nomic and security partner, and as an ad-
vanced industrial economy, has much to con-
tribute to the world, from global efforts to fight
disease to securing our skies from dangers
and threats to safety. As a result of its own ef-
forts, the actions of the Congress and succes-
sive administrations, and other World Health
Assembly member states, Taiwan has enjoyed
observer status at the WHA since 2009. Un-
fortunately, the same cannot be said for Tai-
wan’s participation in the International Civil
Aviation Organization (ICAO).

This House is on record in support of Tai-
wan’s observer status at the ICAO. While Tai-
wan was invited to attend the 38th Session of
the ICAO Assembly in Montreal by the then-
ICAO president in 2013 as his guest, this is
not a permanent solution for what is an inte-
gral part of the global aviation network. Tai-
wan, a democracy of 23 million people, is lo-
cated in the busiest section of airspace in East
Asia. Tens of millions of passengers and over
a million-and-a-half tons of cargo pass through
the Taipei Flight Information Region each
year. And yet, Taiwan is excluded from ICAO
meetings and activities, and is forced to make
extra efforts to adhere to the frequent updates
of ICAQO’s flight safety and security standards
to which Taipei is committed.

As we celebrate this 36th anniversary of the
Taiwan Relations Act, let us recommit our-
selves to supporting this important friend in
the Asia-Pacific, strengthening our unofficial
relations, and progressing Taiwan’s meaning-
ful participation in international organizations,
which is to the benefit of the safety and secu-
rity of people everywhere.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, on roll
call no. 122 | was not present due to being
unavoidably detained.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“no”.

———

CONGRATULATIONS MR. BILLY M.
BOLTON ON 50 YEARS OF SERV-
ICE TO COMMUNITY  SPIRIT
BANK, THE CITY OF RED BAY,
AND THE STATE OF ALABAMA

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, today | would
like to recognize and honor Mr. Billy M. Bolton
for 50 years of service to Community Spirit
Bank, the City of Red Bay, and the State of
Alabama. | am honored to recognize this indi-
vidual for his accomplishments.

When looking for model public servants, one
need not look any further than Billy Bolton of
Red Bay, Alabama. For 50 years he has been
involved with and held leadership roles in
local, regional, and statewide organizations
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that have impacted the lives of countless Ala-
bamians. He served on the Red Bay City
Council before being elected twice as Mayor
of Red Bay, leading the town to some of its
most prosperous years. He has served on var-
ious regional committees such as the North-
west Alabama Council of Local Governments
and the Northwest Community College Schol-
arship Board. His efforts have also had a
statewide impact from his time with the Ala-
bama Bankers Association, the Bear Creek
Development Authority, and the Alabama divi-
sion of the American Heart Association. Argu-
ably though, Mr. Bolton’s greatest service is
that to his country. He served with honor in
the United States Army from 1966-1968, dur-
ing a period of our Nation’s history when mili-
tary service was not always considered pop-
ular.

Professionally, the name Billy Bolton has
been synonymous in Northwest Alabama with
Community Spirit Bank since 1965. Mr. Bolton,
as Chairman, President, and CEO, has played
a leading role in the bank’s growth and suc-
cess to become one of the strongest and most
recognized financial institutions in the region.
Community banks are deeply involved in local
affairs, as some of the biggest supporters of
schools, civic organizations, and town
projects. Through Mr. Bolton, Community Spir-
it Bank has been a staple in Red Bay and
Northwest Alabama, bringing economic sta-
bility and promoting the arts and cultural
growth to citizens and visitors alike.

Of all his accomplishments though, he
would say his greatest has been his strong re-
lationship with God and his devotion to family.
Mr. Bolton is a faithful member of First Baptist
Church in Red Bay where he serves as a dea-
con and on various committees. He and his
wife Judy have been married for 50 years.
They have three children: Tammy Mont-
gomery, Karla Wright, and Brad Bolton; and
six grandchildren. Mr. Bolton has instilled in
his family the importance of service and they
are all respected citizens in the Red Bay area.

Mr. Bolton was honored on March 18, 2015
at the Red Bay Arbor Day Celebration with a
Sunset Red Maple tree planted in his honor.
This tree will be a visible reminder to all who
see it of his contributions and the importance
of Mr. Bolton’s public service. | am proud to
call Mr. Bolton a fellow Alabamian and to rep-
resent him in the United States Congress. He
is truly deserving of this recognition.

CELEBRATING THE 80TH
BIRTHDAY OF MALLORY PEARCE

HON. EARL L. “BUDDY” CARTER

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it
gives me great pleasure to commemorate the
80th birthday of the artistic and intellectual Mr.
Mallory Pearce of Tybee Island.

Mr. Pearce is a dedicated public servant
and environmentalist. He founded the Tybee
Land Trust which is dedicated to the preserva-
tion of Coastal Georgia’s Natural Beauty. Mr.
Pearce authored “The Low Country,” a guide
to the natural history of Coast Georgia. He
has served as a member of his local Georgia
government for 10 years and has acted as
ambassador for the Georgia Coast with this
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book, bird calls and caricatures. Mr. Pearce
has maintained and protected his own unique
Maritime Forest. While he is an artist, Mr.
Pearce is also an educator having taught 18
years at Armstrong State University. Mr.
Pearce continues to strive to make Georgia
and the world a better place.

Mr. Speaker, | join his family and friends in
wishing Mr. Mallory Pearce a very happy and
blessed 80th birthday. We thank him for his
generous contributions to his community, the
State of Georgia and our nation.

BEN ALVEAR
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Ben Alvear for
receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award. Ben Alvear is
an 8th grader at Wheat Ridge 5-8 and re-
ceived this award because his determination
and hard work have allowed him to overcome
adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Ben Alvear
is exemplary of the type of achievement that
can be attained with hard work and persever-
ance. It is essential students at all levels strive
to make the most of their education and de-
velop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Ben
Alvear for winning the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. | have
no doubt he will exhibit the same dedication
and character in all of his future accomplish-
ments.

———————

THE FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ELDER JUSTICE ACT

HON. PETER T. KING

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, March 23, 2015

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, today,
March 23rd, marks the 5th anniversary of the
signing into law of the bipartisan Elder Justice
Act. | was proud to have been the sponsor of
the House version of this bill with my former
colleague Rahm Emanuel. | also note the
strong leadership of Senator HATCH, former
Senator Lincoln, and Senator GRASSLEY on
the Senate bill, which ultimately became law.

The Elder Justice Act was passed for an im-
portant reason: to allow us to approach the
growing problem of elder abuse with a more
coordinated and comprehensive federal re-
sponse. This has been accomplished to a cer-
tain degree over the past 5 years through
some initiatives including the Elder Justice
roadmap and the work of the Elder Justice
Coordinating Council. We have a new Office
of Elder Justice in the Department of Health
and Human Services.

Yet much of the Elder Justice Act remains
unfulfilled because of an ongoing struggle for
appropriate funding for its provisions. On this
occasion | rededicate myself to seeing that the
Act is reauthorized and that we invest ade-
quate resources to its work. | am proud to be
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the author of H.R. 988 to renew the EJA and
| commend my colleagues Representatives
LUJAN GRISHAM, SWALWELL, SCHAKOWSKY,
COHEN, BLUMENAUER, FRANKEL, GRAYSON and
HONDA for joining me as co-sponsors.

At this point, | wish to submit a statement
issued by the bipartisan, 3,000-member Elder
Justice Coalition which has been steadfast in
its leadership on behalf of elder justice for
more than 10 years. | am pleased to work
closely with the Coalition and its national coor-
dinator Robert Blancato and look forward to
our continued work to help ameliorate the na-
tional outrage of elder abuse.

STATEMENT FROM THE ELDER JUSTICE
COALITION

(Bob Blancato, National Coordinator)

March 23, 2015 marks the fifth anniversary
of the bipartisan Elder Justice Act being
signed into law by President Barack Obama.

This law is historic as it represented the
most comprehensive legislation ever enacted
to address the growing national crisis of
elder abuse, neglect and exploitation. Five
years later, we still find ourselves in the grip
of elder abuse with an estimated one in ten
persons over 60 as victims. Elder financial
abuse is especially rampant with victims los-
ing a minimum of $3 billion a year and per-
haps as high as $35 billion per year based on
new research.

It is important, however, to mark this fifth
anniversary noting that significant progress
has been made as a result of the passage of
the EJA. This includes:

The Elder Justice Act receiving $4 million
in first-time direct funding in FY 2015.

President Obama’s FY 2016 budget request
including $25 million to continue the Elder
Justice Initiative and a previous request in-
cluding $5 million for the long-term care om-
budsman program.

The 2015 White House Conference on Aging
including elder justice as one of its four pri-
ority issues.

A Global Summit planned for 2015 to ob-
serve the tenth anniversary of World Elder
Abuse Awareness Day (WEAAD).

The creation of a new Office of Elder Jus-
tice and Adult Protective Services (APS) in
the Administration for Community Living
(ACL).

The renewal of both the National Center
on Elder Abuse and the APS Resource Center
by the Administration.

A data collection project from ACL with
APS.

Increased work of the Social Security Ad-
ministration to combat elder financial
abuse.

Ongoing education and outreach work in
the Office of Older Americans in the Con-
sumer Financial Protection Bureau.

The release of the Elder Justice Roadmap
by the Departments of Justice and Health
and Human Services (HHS).

The recommendations of the Elder Justice
Coordinating Council sent to HHS Secretary
and later to Congress.

On this fifth anniversary we also reflect on
our disappointment in how difficult it has
proven to be to secure appropriate funding
for this law. To date, less than $13 million
has been directed to elder justice over the
past five years and it took until just last
year to achieve the first direct Congressional
appropriation for the law. The law author-
ized a total of $777 million dollars for local
grants, training, services, education, to ad-
dress abuse in the community and long-term
care facilities, to help prevent abuse, and to
assist victims and prosecute perpetrators.
We have not made the progress and the in-
vestment that this issue and those that have
been victimized deserve.
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